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l. In the early 50’ the AF initiated studies under the 1) 7-L 
program for the development of & sateli{ts reconnaissance syatem, 
This program which later became the SAMOS prograrn was aimed 


at direct readout and orior to its cancellation involved the 
25X1 expenditures (eatin The program used 
NRO the ATLAS as a basic booster, @ program was ralatively open 


from a security point of view and provided very poor resokution. 
Caly 1 partially successeful fight ever occurred, and that was in 
1960 after the first euccessfil CORONA aad resolutica was greater 
than 100 feet. 


3 
2 When it became appsrent that the 117-L program was aot likely oy A 
to be productive of useful intelligence, Dre. Laad, Killian and 
Mr. Biseell went to work to develcp plans for a simpler syatem ; 

using the basic THOR bap ster. This activity involved the = 

presentation on 15 April, va the CORONA program to the President, | 
Paragraph 5 of this program (attached) outlines the administrative | i 
procedures which were agreed upom at that time. Essentially 
wovthe project involved a joint activity between CIA and ARPA with 
- GLA providing the Project Director (Mr. Bissell). The AF : a ee 
Ballistic Missile Division acted as the agent for ARPA, When ARPA =~ ¥F. 
dropped out of the space activities, their function of providing ne 
supervision over the development of the vehicle was taken over 
directly by the AF. The firet succeseful CORONA flight occurred 
in February 1960. The program has become increasingly reliable 
since thet time. In the spring of 1962, a higher resolution stereo “o* - 
system was incorporated in the CORONA program. 
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3. In the summer and fall cf 1960, a special panel under Dr. Killfau 

surveyed the entire aerial recounaissance program and made 

recommendations for future efforts and established a streamlined 
organisation for handling these programs within the AF. Basic to pi Bo 3 
thie study was preperation of satellite reconnsisance reedenbldnatitciia® ate ; 
by USIB which for the first time laid dewn some ground rules on a 
desirable resolutions, Thie review resulted in the cancellation 
of the direct readout system and the parallel AF E-5 program for : 
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NRO review(s) completed. 25X14 
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FeCCVe Ss ver stons witel: « rt meek ; 
: Wore never fiown aueragefully. neten4, 


the program wes diverted ic the developmiant of the i<6 (25). whep 


4. In the baring of 1962 « status report on the Fecometaance 


Was prepared for the White House and the irtelli i —4 


proceed with ths interim LANYARD preyrare which used E53 
harcware in the CORONA eystein and hopefully would provid 


 -~Fesolutions intermediate between CORONA/ MURAL 
“Si S25 The first fitubt of LANYARD ls scheduled for Febr- sy 
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Excerpt from 15 April 1958 paper approved by the Ws: te Louse 
on CORONA: 


"3. Administration: CORONA is being carried ouf under the authority 
of the Advanced Reecarch Projects Agency and the C.ntral Inte_li,ence 
_ Agemecy with the suppcrt and participation of the U.S. Air Force. 
_ ARPA has authorized, and will exercise general technical super- 
~. Wision over, the development of the vehicle. Detailed supervision of © 
vehicle development is being performed by the Air Force Ballistic 
Miseile Divieton acting as agent for ARPA. The Ballistic Missal 
Division is responsible also for the provision of necessary grou: 
facilities, which are in any case required for the W8-117L progra:n. 
CIA ie participating in supervision of the technical develoz:rent, 
especially ae applied to the actual reconnaissance equipment, is 
undertaking all procurement that must be handled covertly, and ‘as 
general responsibility for cover and for the maintenance of recurity. 
In the operational phase actua) missile launchings will be carrie: 
oe out at Cooke Air Force Bass by technical etaffs of the companies 
concerned. Tracking will be carried out from stations being 
established by the Ballistic Missile Division. Recovery wil) be 
ree accomplished by a Navy task force. The line of command fer th-ée 
ficld activities of launching, tracking, and recovery will be 
through the Ballistic Minsile Division. Subject to approval by ths 
appropriate political authorities, the general schedule of layachiizs 
will be catermined by the availability of vehicles and launchiag 
facilities, Epecifie timing within this schedule will he deter-nined 
so far as possible on the basis of weather prevailing over tasgat 
areas. For both cover ana control purposes, weather will be reoorted 
through «n already existing CLA channel and firing dates will be 
selected by the Central Intelligence Agency." 
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